
Black men hit hardest by drug overdose deaths 

involving opioids* in recent years.  

Opioid Overdose Death Rate per 100,000 People, by Race, Michigan, 2016-2021. 

*Opioids include opium, heroin, natural/semi-synthetic, synthetic, and other unspecified opioids. 

Produced by: Bureau of Specialty Behavioral Health Services, Substance Use, Gambling, and Epidemiology Section. 

Data Source: Michigan Residents Death Files, MDHHS, 2016-2021. 
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From 2016 to 2021, Black men had a 182% increase in mortality due to opioids, and Black women had a 

123% increase. In contrast, white men and women had a lower increase (19.0%, 20.0%, respectively). 
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